This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Seannlmg 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document ^e accurate refaresen^ot^ aitlie oripnal 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ black BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SffiES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES ^ 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ___ — - — — — 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPYo 

As rescansiing these documents will not correct the image 

problems checked, please do not report these proWems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



I , Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows with the following 
version of the claims in accordance with revised 37 CFR § 1.121. 
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1. (Currently Amended) A method for managing devices 
within a distributed data processing system, the method 
comprising : 

receiving a request for an action at a target device within 
the distributed data processing system, wherein the request for 
an action at the target device uniquely identifies the target 
device using a system address for the target device, wherein 
completion of the action depends upon a network address of the 
target device within the distributed data processing system; 

in response to a determination that a second device within 
the distributed data processing system has a network address that 
duplicates the network address of the target device, reporting 
the duplicate network address to a user along with other system 
address information for the target device and the second device^ 

requiring the user to enter a virtual private network 
identifier (VPN ID) to be associated with the target device; and 

in response to a determination that a second device within 
the distributed data processing system has a network address that 
duplicates the network address of the target device, generating a 
modified system address for the target device based on the 
entered VPN ID and other system address information for the 
target device . 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
displaying the duplicate network address and other system 

address information to the user. 

3 . (Canceled) . 

4 . (Canceled) . 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim further 
comprising : 

permitting the user to assign the entered VPN ID to a 
network scope associated with the target device. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l__-3r-f urther 
comprising: 

assigning the entered VPN ID to a network scope associated 
with the target device. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1^3-further 
comprising : 

generating a modified system address for each device in a 
same scope as the target device based on the entered VPN ID and 
other system address information associated with each device in 
the same scope as the target device. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l_4-further 
comprising : 

executing the requested action using the modified system 
address . 
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9, (Currently Amended) An apparatus for managing devices 

within a distributed data processing system, the apparatus 
comprising : 

receiving means for receiving a request for an action at a 
target device within the distributed data processing system, 
wherein the request for an action at the target device uniquely 
identifies the target device using a system address for the 
target device, wherein completion of the action depends upon a 
network address of the target device within the distributed dat< 
processing system; arird 

reporting means for reporting^ in response to a 
determination that a second device within the distributed data 
processing system has a network address that duplicates the 
network address of the target device, the duplicate network 
address to a user along with other system address information f 
the target device and the second device_£„ 

requiring means for reguirinQ the user to ent er a virtual 
private network identifier (VPN ID) to be associ ated with the 
target device ; and 

generating means for generating, in response to a 
determination that a second device within the dis tributed data 
processing system has a network address that duplicates the 
network address of the target device, a modifi ed system address 
for the target device based on the entered VPN ID and other 
system address information for the target device . 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising 
displaying means for displaying the duplicate network 

address and other system address information to the user. 

11 . (Canceled) . 
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12. (Canceled) 
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13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim :9_-Hr— further 
comprising : 

5 accepting means for accepting user input to assign the 

entered VPN ID to a network scope associated with the target 
device . 

14. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9___-H~f urther 
10 comprising: 

assigning means for assigning the entered VPN ID to a 
network scope associated with the target device. 

15. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9_3r^further 
15 comprising: 

generating means for generating a modified system address 
for each device in a same scope as the target device based on the 
entered VPN ID and other system address information associated 
with each device in the same scope as the target device.. 



16. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 9_4:S~-f urther 
comprising: 

executing means for executing the requested action using the 
modified system address. 
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17. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a 
computer readable medium for use in a data processing system for 
managing devices within a network, the computer program product 
comprising: 

instructions for receiving a request for an action at a 
target device within the distributed data processing system, 
wherein the request for an action at the target device uniquely 
identifies the target device using a system address for the 
target device, wherein completion of the action depends upon a 
network address of the target device within the distributed data 
processing system; ^cftd 

instructions for presenting, in response to a determination 
that a second device within the distributed data processing 
system has a network address that duplicates the network address 
of the target device, the duplicate network address to a user 
along with other system address information for the target device 
and the second devicej_ 

instructions for reguirincr the user to enter a virtual 
private network identifier (VPN ID) to be associated with the 
target device; and 

instructions for Qeneratincr. in response to a determination 
that a second device within the distributed data processing 
system has a network address that duplicates the network address 
of the target device, a modified system address for the target 
device based on the entered VPN ID and other system address 
information for the target device . 

18. (Original) The computer program product of claim 17 
further comprising : 

instructions for displaying the duplicate network address 
and other system address information to the user. 

19 . (Canceled) . 
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20. (Canceled) 



21. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim l/7__i-9— further comprising: 

instructions for accepting user input to assign the entered 
VPN ID to a network scope associated with the target device. 

22. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 17 - ar^— further comprising: 

instructions for assigning the entered VPN ID to a network 
scope associated with the target device. 

23. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 17 4 r9— further comprising: 

instructions for generating a modified system address for 
each device in a same scope as the target device based on the 
entered VPN ID and other system address information associated 
with each device in the same scope as the target device. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of 
claim 17 ^ -e— further comprising: 

instructions for executing the requested action using the 
modified system address. 
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